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The Soundings 

 
ATTENTION ON DECK 

 
We are very happy to announce we have 2 new members.  They are husband/wife David & Nancy 
Keane of Satellite Beach.  Please make them feel welcome as members of CBS&PS. 
 
Please remember our senior members who would like to attend our monthly meetings and/or functions 
that may need a ride.  If you know of a member that needs to obtain a ride, please make yourself avail-
able to accommodate them.  They are our anchors!    
 
Please continue to call or email Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P with any roster changes. 
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General Membership Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 7,  @ 1900 
Brevard Veterans Center 

400 Sykes Creek Pkwy. Merritt Island, FL 
 
 
 
 
 

Event of the Month 
 

The evening will start off at 6p with the ever popular 
“Italian Night.”  Everyone brings their favorite dish 
to share with others.  The charge is $5 p/p which will 
offset expenses for beer, wine, soft drinks, utensils, 
paper & decorating products.  Also the Coco-Nauts 
will be having a fund-raising silent auction!  Mark 
your calendar for this popular event!   



 2 

2 

THE BRIDGE OFFICERS  

Commander 

Cdr J. P. Longway, III, P 

449-9037 

jp13x@yahoo.com 

Executive Officer                                                         

Lt/C Lance Vandeberg, P 

452-2514 

lancere@bellsouth.net 

Administrative  Officer 

P/C Kermit Forbes, P 

449-8784 

captain@tencom.us 

Squadron Educational Officer  

P/D/C Fred P. Adame, AP 

635-9455 

fredadame@mac.com 

Secretary 

Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P 

452-4602 

bobmar2215@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer 

Lt/C Marsha Kirkwood  

433-0085          

celticred3@cfl.rr.com        

Soundings 
Editor    

Lt Debra Burleson 

454-3171 

debra.burleson@yahoo.com 

Advertising Sales 

P/C Duane Balkema, AP 

452-5892 

DBalk17@cfl.rr.com 

Chairman, Distribution 

Lt Dee Neve, P 

784-1513 

nurseneve@yahoo.com 

Mailing Committee  

Lt Johan W. Neve, P  

Photographer 

Lt Trent S. Milliken, P 
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MONTH MONTH   

We welcome comments,   
boating stories and any  

   articles of interest  you’d 
like to submit… 

E:Mail an Attachment to 

debra.burleson@yahoo.com   

 
 

AT THE HELM 
 

Commander J. P. Longway III, P 

 
This being the October issue, “Fall” is finally here. We’re seeing the return of 
many “Snowbirds and Vacationers”, and an increase of Squadron & Holidays’ 
activities.  
 
Thanks to all of you that have renewed your membership, as well as those that 
are in the process of doing so. Special thanks to our new members for having the 
foresight to recognize the many benefits that the USPS membership has to offer 
them. Finally, I extend my appreciation and respect to all those dedicated and 
committed members, who have assumed positions and undertaken responsibili-
ties to ensure the Squadron’s operations are effective, successful and fun.  
 
Lately, my main focus has been to identify and discuss opportunities for us to in-
vest in our growth, by ensuring that the Squadron is more visible throughout the 
community. We are taking the opportunity to identify and provide more aware-
ness of our Website @ www.cbsps.com . We have also taken the opportunity to 
join the Cocoa Beach Chamber of Commerce at a reduced fee as a Non-profit 
Corporation. Recently, at the invitation of P/C Bud Miller, I gave a presentation 
at the Rotary Club of Cocoa with support from Lt/C Lance Vandeberg. (see pic-
ture pg 8)  This was a great opportunity to address a gathering of business pro-
fessionals, and provide them with an understanding and hopefully obtain a bet-
ter appreciation as to what the USPS and our Squadron is all about. I explained 
that the organization is three-pronged (as is the Trident), providing: Education 
of boating safety/knowledge/skills to the membership and community; Civic ser-
vice to the community; and Fellowship within the organization. Additionally, I 
will have a meeting of the Budget and Finance Committee, comprised of myself, 
Lt/C Lance Vandeberg and P/C Kermit Forbes to address other means and op-
portunities to invest in, that will make the Squadron more visible in the commu-
nity.   
 
Please take note of the many activities that are coming up in the near term, and 
plan to support them if you are available and able to do so. Help get the word out 
about the Boat Smart course to be offered in October. Plan to attend the Squad-
ron Rendezvous at the Conch Key Grill (9/20), as well as join the BRS&PS at 
their scheduled Brunch at the Suntree Country Club (9/28).  
 
October will be a busy and active month with the start of the Boat Smart Course 
on the 1st, General Meeting combined with Italian Night & Coco-Nauts’s Silent 
Auction on the 7th, D23 Fall Conference on 10th – 12th, and concluding with the 
Boat Smart examination on the 22nd. November and December will also be busy 
months as you can see in this issue’s Calendar of coming Events. Participate & 
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SQUADRON EDUCATION OFFICER  
 
P/D/C Fred P. Adame, SN 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
 
Lt/C Lance H. VandeBerg, P 
 

 
In August, we joined the Cocoa Beach Chamber of Commerce. This will help to give us more visibility in the community and 
provides for some free advertising in the Florida Today newspaper, Hometown News, and discounts in some other media. 
 
We have received 17 new Inflatable Life Jackets from the USPS courtesy of the Coast Guard. They have recommended them 
to be worn by our Public Educators, Vessel Examiners and others representing the squadron in public activities to help pro-
mote the wearing of life jackets when boating. 
 
Our vessel examiners have completed 160 inspections so far this year. We have purchased some examiner hats and badges to 
help promote this important function. 
 
Life vests (PFD’s) are available through our squadron at wholesale prices, courtesy of Bill Bickerstaff. All types are avail-
able. Savings should be 15-20% off retail prices. For more information or how to order call me at 321-456-5799. 
 

 
Five stalwart members of our Navigation Course have passed the biggest hurdle in completing the requirements for 

the “N” grade: they have passed both the closed book and open book examinations. Len Senibaldi, JN, P/D/C Les Tribout, 
JN, Dennis Peterson, JN, Lt Brian Grigsby, JN, and P/C Bruce Wade, JN, (Titusville Squadron) sat for the multi hour closed 
book test and a many-more-hour open book cruise across the Pacific. Now, all that remains is taking celestial sights and get-
ting their sight folders checked by the astute, eagle eye of our sight checker, P/C George Hess, SN. 

 
Congratulations, too, to our good member, Clay Bernichon, P, who has passed the Weather exam and with a perfect 

score. This is no mean feat, especially in the Weather Course. 
 
Here’s more good news: P/R/C Dick Schnoor, SN, who was selected as our squadron’s nominee for a national Chap-

man Award for Excellence in Teaching has been selected as the nominee among all the 11 squadrons in District 23. That 
means he’ll be one of 33 district nominees competing for the five awards to be given out at the USPS Annual Meeting in Ana-
heim, CA, next February. Congratulations, Dick. 

 
The Seamanship Course began on 8 September at Wuesthoff  Hospital taught by Lts Bob and Adrian Goldstein, AP. 

Shortly after the first of the year we will follow that course with Piloting. Mark your calendar. 
  
The boating class will start on Wednesday, 1 October, at Cape Canaveral Hospital. Please let your less educated 

friends know about our class. Statistics have shown that word of mouth advertising is very effective. 
 
Our next course is Instructor Development and we’re still trying for a quorum of at least five members. This course 

is FREE, underwritten by our national organization who wants to help all of us improve our presentation skills. The course 
is short (about six weeks), interesting and provides a non-threatening chance to improve your public speaking skills. (There’s 
no obligation to teach a USPS course.) And we have a great instructor in Lt Dee Neve, S, who will be teaching the class on 
Wednesday nights in the Brevard Central Library in Cocoa. The course is good for everyone who hasn’t taken it. If inter-
ested, call me at 635-9455. 

 
Earn Your Education Proficiency Award 

Complete Advanced Piloting and Three Elective Courses 
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SECRETARY 
 
Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
 
P/C Kermit Forbes, P 

 
Susan and I hope that everyone had an enjoyable summer.  The good thing about being in Central Flor-
ida is that summertime seems to never end, so have an enjoyable fall and winter boating season. 
 
Matthew Ruane, PhD was to be the speaker for our monthly meeting in October, however we did not 
need a speaker for October and I am trying to reschedule him or someone from Florida Tech to be our 
speaker for November 7. 
 
We do have declining membership and with the help of all of you we should be able to change that 
trend.  Cocoa Beach Sail & Power Squadron has a lot to offer the community at large concerning boat-
ing safety and boating in general.   We hope to be more visible and create something that shows the 
community that we are here to help. 
 
Susan and I are happy to be in Central Florida and part of Cocoa Beach Sail & Power Squadron. 

 
 To all members of  CBS&PS: 
 
At the  2 September ‘08 general  membership meeting, our rules chairman P/C John Mulkey, P pre-
sented the new amendments of the permanent rules to members present.  A motion was made by P/C 
Marion (Bud) Miller, JN to accept the new amendments of the permanent rules.  The motion was sec-
onded and carried unanimously.   
 

The most recent roster changes are listed below: 
 

             
            David D. Keane                                                                                 Nancy Keane                            
            449 Penguin Dr.                                                                                449 Penguin Dr. 
            Satellite Beach, FL 32937                                                                Satellite Beach, FL 32937 
            (621) 481-6343                                                                                   (621) 481-6285         
             mcsail1480@yahoo.com                                                                  nakddk@yahoo.com 
             Mate: Nancy                                                                                     Mate: David 
             Chivaree (37’ Sail)                                                                            Chivaree (37’ Sail) 
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Coco-Nauts Corner 
Lt Doris Valentine 
 
 
We had our first of the season meeting at Red Lobster,  Sept 10.  Unfortunately, the turnout 
was small …only 14 members attended.   We have been very successful at collecting items for 
the SILENT AUCTION for the Italian Night meeting on October 7th.   Be sure to be there to 
bid on our very interesting items and gift certificates to restaurants, etc.  Note that the dinner 
starts at 6:00 p m – cocktail hour…….. you can review and make your bids at this time.                                
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
 
 
The next project  we’re looking at is the annual Harvest Party  sponsored by the Coco-Nauts.  
We missed last year but so many members were disappointed, so we are bringing  this event 
back.  It will be held on Saturday, November 15th  at the Kiwanis Park  large Pavilion begin-
ning at 2:00 PM. for a nominal charge of $5 per person.  Wine, beer, cider and sodas will be 
provided .  Hayes Meats will cater  the ham, turkey, dressing and gravy.  All you need to do is 
bring yourself, friends and a dish to complement the entrees. !!! 
 
 
Our Holiday Luncheon will also be on a Saturday this year in order to accommodate some of 
our members who work and do not get an opportunity to attend our “stimulating” meetings!  
This will be held at the Holiday Inn on A1-A on December 13th   at 12:00.   We will be collect-
ing the $16 charge per-person for this event at the November meeting and also at the Harvest 
Party.  

 
Your Invited to go cruising with us Nov 21-24  on Royal Caribbean  

Monarch of the Seas 
For Information contact Lt Doris Valentine 

(321) 454-3171 
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District 23 
From the District Bridge 

D//C Richard Leatherman, N 
 

So far in my term of office I have visited 9 of our 11 squadrons. During these visits I have 
expounded on the importance of “The Chain of Success” relative to D23’s membership 
count. Hopefully by now, D23 members realize that they, individually, must help in ac-
quiring new members. In our thinking, we need to eliminate the old idea of “let Joe do 
it”. Clearly, that method has not worked. As individuals, we have to take ownership of 
our dwindling membership situation. The USPS “Power of One” program is a fine con-
cept. It could be hugely successful if every member embraced it. Many of us know a non-
member boater in our neighborhood or at our place of business. How about asking him if 
he has completed a boating course. If he says “No”, invite him to your squadron’s next 
course. Or, if he says “Yes”, offer him the opportunity of utilizing his experience by proc-
toring or instructing as a member of your squadron. Now really, is that so difficult? 
 
Reminder #1—To avoid the 12.5% sales tax for a room in Daytona Beach for the D23 
Fall Conference (Oct 10-12) you need to send your check & reservation form to Lt/C 
Jeanette Bray no later than Sept 12th. Also, meal reservations must be received no later 
than Sept 19th. 
 
P/V/C Spencer Anderson, SN will be the Chief Commander’s Rep at the Conference. He 
and P/R/C Dick Pfenniger, SN will jointly present an updated review of the USPS Boat 
Operator Certification program. Dick is D23’s Regional Rep for BOC and Spencer is an 
Advanced Certifier/Trainer for BOC. 
 
Reminder #2—It is very important that each squadron submit at least one Teaching Aid 
for judging at D23’s Fall Conference. Instructors should contact their SEOs for submis-
sion details. 
 
Reminder #3—Anyone involved with submitting merit mark info to their respective MM 
Chair should collect their thoughts on that soon. Please avoid the “last minute” syn-
drome. October will be here before you realize it. 
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS: 

 
check website  (cbsps.com) or e-mail for updates 

 
SEPTEMBER: 
 
20 - Saturday, Squadron Rendezvous at Conch Key Grill 
23 - Tuesday, 1830, Executive Board Meeting - Merritt Island Library 
28  -Sunday, 11-2, BRSPS Brunch Suntree Country Club Grille Room  
 
OCTOBER: 
 
01 - Wednesday, 1900, Boat Smart Course - Cape Canaveral Hospital 
07 -  Tuesday, 1800, CBSPS General Membership Mtg, Italian Nite & Coco-Nauts   
         Silent Auction   
08 -  Wednesday, 1130, Coco-Nauts Salad Luncheon - Merritt Island Moose Lodge   
10-12 - D23 Fall Conference Holiday Inn Ocean Front Resort,  Daytona Beach 
22 -  Wednesday, 1900, Boat Smart Course Exam—Cape Canaveral Hospital  
 
NOVEMBER: 
 
07 - Friday,  1900,  CBSPS General Membership Meeting – Brevard Veterans Center 
12 - Wednesday,  1130 Coco-Nauts Brown Bag Luncheon –St. Davids by the Sea, Cocoa Beach 
15 -  Saturday,  1400, Harvest Party Kiwanis Park  Merritt Island (large pavilion) 
22 -  Saturday,  CBSPS Rendezvous– Old Florida Grill in Frontenac 
25 -  Tuesday, 1830, CBSPS Executive Board Meeting—Merritt Island Library 
  
DECEMBER: 
 
02 -  Tuesday, 1900, CBSPS General Membership Meeting - Brevard Veterans Center *** 
06 -  Saturday, Cocoa Beach Land Parade (Float) 
07 -  Sunday, 1700 CBSPS Christmas Party—Rockledge Country Club 
13 -  Saturday,  1200 Coco-Nauts Holiday Luncheon Buffet, Cocoa Beach Holiday Inn    
 
 
Note: 
CBS&PS members are invited to meet and eat each Wednesday at 1130 at the Cozy Corner Café 
at 2425 N. Courtenay Pkwy.   Breakfast and light lunches are available. 
 
 
***Annual Holiday meeting complete with egg-nog, Christmas cookies and entertainment!  
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Joan Montfort   (9/08) ** 

Larry Hatfield  (9/08) ** 

George & Genevieve Link  (10/08) 

Richard & Ruth Finn  (12/08) 

Ed & Helen Kydd (12/08) 

Les & Evelyn Tribout (1/09) 

Jay & Donna Longway (03/09) 

The Silver Tridents (05/09) 

Johnnie & Ann McCandless (05/09) 

John & Merri Mulkey (06/09) 

Larry & Debra Burleson   (9/09)  

Bob & Marilyn Flanigan  (9/09)  

Marian Sweigert   (9/09)  

Edward Hradesky (09/09) 

( ** = Up for renewal ) 

As a Soundings sponsor you help defray 
the cost of publishing and mailing the 
Soundings.   

CARE TO JOIN THEIR SUPPORT 
EFFORTS??? 

Please send a check earmarked  

“The Soundings” to: 

Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P 

1490 Holly Avenue 

Merritt Island, FL 32952 

  

THANKS TO THANKS TO   
OUR SPONSORS!OUR SPONSORS!  

 
BLOOD DONATION 

 
The next blood donation will be on 12 November 0900a at the Blood 
Center on US Hwy. #1.  All donations are appreciated!!!!  

BOATING REPORT 

P/C Duane L. Balkema A/P 
 
Working around all of the storms has become annoying, trying to do 
a boating event. Banana River S&PS put out a memo that they 
wanted a raft-up at Bird Island on Banana River, the end of August. 
That being near my house looked like a shoo in to go to until the 
winds came up real strong. Alas, I did not make it off the lift with my 
boat. Then I had other problems so it was better that I didn’t go. 
 
Lets get serious Squadron members. Will those interested in a Cruise  
to Melbourne Harbor for the weekend of October 25-26 please give 
me a call on 452-5892. In the past we have had some really nice 
events there and  go to eat at the local restaurants. Hopefully the 
Hurricane Season will calm down and we can have a peaceful event.  
Following that we have an event to get on the calendar, scheduled 
for November 22nd, on US1, North of Hwy 528 in Frontenac at the Old 
Florida Grill. It is a peaceful rustic place that has a very good light 
menu. Hey, the 22nd is my birthday!!!  
 
Last but not least, I would like to ask boaters to mark January 24th 
2009 on their calendar for a “Cruise to Samson Island Park” just off 
Grand Canal/Satellite Beach. For those of you who do not know, 
Samson Island is named for the person who donated the land. This 
peaceful island nature park is between Tortoise Island and Lansing 
Island off Banana River. It makes for a great outing as P/C Bud 
Miller and I have enjoyed going there with our group. P/C Al Pappas, 
can we count on you to be point on this one? 

 

 



 9 

9 

 
 

Tips to Stretch Fuel Dollars 
 
 

Boaters are not immune to high fuel prices, and to that end, the Boat Owners Association of The United  
States (Boat U.S) has a few tips that could help stretch their fuel dollars: 
 
 
1- Leave the junk; Don’t load the boat up with unnecessary weight.  Unused equipment that has been 
collecting mildew in the bottom of lockers for years should be taken home. 
 
2– Lose the water weight: At 8.33 pounds per gallon, why keep the water in the tank topped off if you’re 
only going out for the afternoon? 
 
3– Get a tune-up: An engine tune-up is an excellent investment and should easily pay for itself over the 
boating season. 
 
4– Tune the prop:  If a boat travels 30 mph with a like-new prop and only 27 mph with a prop that’s  
dinged and out of pitch, that’s a 10 % loss in fuel economy, or, a waste of one out of every 10 gallons 
put into the tank.  
 
5– Paint the boat’s bottom: When boating in salt or brackish waters a fouled bottom is like a dull knife. 
It takes a lot more fuel to push a boat through the water. 
 
6– Keep the boat in trim: Using trim tabs or distributing weight evenly will help move a boat through 
the water with less effort—and less fuel. 
 
7– Go with the flow: Consult tide tables and try to travel with the tide whenever possible. 
 
8– Install a fuel flow meter:  A fuel flow meter (about $300) is like a heart monitor: when consumption 
starts to rise, it’s an early warning that something is amiss.  A fuel flow meter also allows boater to se-
lect 
a comfortable cruising speed that optimizes the amount of fuel being consumed.   
 
9– Do the math: Calculate fuel mileage by dividing distance traveled by gallons at fill-up.  Using a log-
book, approximate fuel flow using average speeds and time underway.   
 
10– Get a discount: Many of the 885 BoatU.S Co-operating Marinas around the country offer up to 10 
cents off a gallon of gas.  To get the discount, show a BoatU.S. membership card.  If not already a mem-
ber, join online for a special rate of $19 by going to BoatUS.com/membership or by calling 800-395-
2628.      
 
 
Article submitted by Lt Debra Burleson, Soundings Editor 
Article Source: Florida Today “Outdoors” 22, June 2008  
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Join Captains Mark Anderson, AP & Michele Anderson, AP 

 
Aboard the Blue Dolphin Tour Boat 

Leaving Kelly Park in Merritt Island Oct 19, 2008 @ 5PM 
 For a Relaxing Tour & Dinner  from Fishlips w/ beverages included 

Enjoy Great Friends, Great Food & a Great View @ $40 p/p 
(limit 38 persons for this event) 

 
Menu  

Starter: Fishlips Caesar Salad 
 

Choose 1 from following Entrees 
 

Grilled Sirloin Steak  
Served atop a mound of smashed potatoes w/roasted vegetables 

 
Mahi-Mahi 

Flame roasted fresh Mahi-Mahi topped w/lemon herb butter sauce  
and served with Jasmine Rice and roasted vegetables 

 
Fire-roasted Chicken 

Roasted chicken breasts served w/Jasmine rice & roasted vegetables 
 

Dessert 
NY style cheesecake w/raspberry drizzle 

 
 

 For reservations contact Lt Doris Valentine (321) 452-1835 
dvalent321@bellsouth.net  
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THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 
 

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE  
 

“HARVEST PARTY” 
 

   Saturday, Nov. 15 – 2:00PM        
    

Kiwanis Park – Large Pavilion 
 

$5.00 Per Person 
 

         Please bring a dish to share!!!            
 

   The Coco-Nauts will provide the turkey and ham , as 
well as beer, wine and soda. 
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CHRISTMAS-HOLIDAY PARTY 

 
Sunday, December 7th 

 
5:00PM – 9:00PM 

 
ROCKLEDGE COUNTRY CLUB, ROCKLEDGE 

 
PRICE:  $30.00 P/P - INCLUDES GRATUITY 

 

A BUFFET WILL BE PROVIDED: 
 

 Chicken Dijonaise w/Tarragon & Cream  
&  

Lemon Pepper Grouper 
 

DRESS:  SEMI-FORMAL (CLASS A UNIFORM) 
 

CASH BAR AVAILABLE    
 

LIVE MUSIC WILL BE PROVIDED  by LEGIT 
 

Contact Donna Longway @ 321-449-9037 



 13 

13 

 
 

COCONAUTS HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

December 13th, 12:00PM 
 

Holiday Inn - Cocoa Beach                                        
 

Cost: $16.00 each including gratuity 
 

Choose two from the following buffet menu: 
Mango Mahi Mahi – Grilled Salmon – Beer Battered Cod 

Sautéed Sirloin Tips – Meat Loaf 
Roast Pork Loin – Barbeque Ribs 

Chicken Marsala – Champagne Chicken – Chicken Picatta 
Accompanied by a choice of Salad, Vegetable, or Potatoes, and a choice of 

two desserts.  Coffee and Iced tea are included.   
 

Howard Bernbaum will read his  short stories ! 
Men are invited to this event.  

 
 

 



 14 

14 

 
  

Please support our advertisers ! 

 

For information on 
 

BOAT SMART or other introductory 
BOATING COURSES,  

 
Call:   321.452.3682 
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     Please Support Our Advertisers! 
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      222  Brevard Avenue                  Closed  Tuesday &  Sunday          
   Cocoa Village, FL 32922            11 :00 t0 3 p.m. for lunch                 
   321-639-8349                                 5-9:30 p.m. for dinner 

      Fax: 63 9-8355                         www. m argaux .com 

Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
 

SOUNDINGS AD RATES 
 

 
(Plus appears on our Internet Site CBPS.US) 
Business Card Size 
------ 1 Issue $25.00,      -------1 Year $50.00 
2-Business Card Size $100.00,  1 Year 
4-Business Card Size $200.00,  1 Year 

 
 

LIFE VESTS SAVE LIVES!! 
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Please Support Our Advertisers! 
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